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Canadian Sheep Identification Program 
  

Attention: Saskatchewan Sheep and Lamb Producers-Mandatory CSIP Tags 

The Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board  reminds all producers  that sheep and lambs are to  

 be tagged before they leave the farm of origin with an approved Canadian SHEEP Identification         

Program tag purchased and activated by the approved distributor.   

 

Upcoming Events  

 Producer registration/renewals  with SSDB are due!   

 *Please check website for  changes due to COVID-19 

April 6 & 20, 2020  11 am Sheep-Goat Sale-Beaver Hill Auction Services-Tofield AB  

April 24, 2020  11 am Sheep, Lamb & Goat Sale Heartland Livestock Services, Yorkton SK 

May 4, 11 & 25, 2020  11 am Sheep-Goat Sale-Beaver Hill Auction Services-Tofield AB  

June 8, 22 & 29, 2020  11 am Sheep-Goat Sale-Beaver Hill Auction Services-Tofield AB  

July 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020  11 am Sheep-Goat Sale-Beaver Hill Auction Services-Tofield AB  

July 21-23, 2020 Ag in Motion 

July 24-26, 2020 Grasslands Sheep Exhibition, Humboldt Uniplex, Humboldt SK 

Aug 10, 17, 24,, 31 2020 Sheep-Goat Sale-Beaver Hill Auction Services-Tofield AB  

Sept 14, 21, 28, 2020  11 am Sheep-Goat Sale-Beaver Hill Auction Services-Tofield AB  

Oct 5, 19, 26, 2020  11 am Sheep-Goat Sale-Beaver Hill Auction Services-Tofield AB  

Nov 6 & 7, 2020 Getting Started in Sheep Workshop—Saskatoon SK 

Nov 13 & 14, 2020 Advanced Sheep Production Course, Saskatoon, SK 

Nov 30-Dec 5, 2020 * Canadian Western Agribition-50th Anniversary   * note  dates 

Jan 15 & 16 ,2021 SSDB Annual Symposium & General Meeting - Saskatoon—Ramada 

Do NOT  use cattle  ID tags in  Sheep or Lambs!  

All CSIP tags for sheep & lambs produced in Saskatche-

wan need to be purchased from the SSDB.   
Random audits are being conducted by CFIA to verify compli-

ance. Should  Inspectors discover that there  is no  approved tag 

applied OR it is not the correct sheep tag  you are putting YOUR-

SELF at risk of a $1300.00 fine per incident. 
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 SHEEP SHAPE 
I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  S a s k a t c h e w a n  S h e e p  P r o d u c e r s   

Sheep Shape is published quarterly by:  

Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board 

2213C Hanselman Court 

Saskatoon, SK   S7L 6A8 

Phone:  (306) 933-5200 

Fax:  (306) 933-7182 

www.sksheep.com 

email:  sheepdb@sasktel.net 

Subscriptions:  Sheep Shape  

In Province Producers:  No charge to registered producers 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -         

In Province Non-registered producers and all goat producers: 

 $25/yr +GST 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -         

Out of Province: Sheep Shape  and One classified ad in              

one issue of Sheep Shape/yr   $50 + GST 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -         

Classified Advertising Website : free to registered SK producers 

Out of Province Producers and  Saskatchewan non-producers:  

$30 +GST - min. 4 weeks 

Saskatchewan Goat Producers:  $25 +GST  - min. 4 weeks 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -         

Classified Advertising Sheep Shape:                                                

free to registered SK producers 

Saskatchewan non-producers: $30 +GST/issue  

Out of Province: $50 + GST/issue    

Commercial Advertising: (+ GST)  effective Oct 2018 *Print ready 

                  1 Issue  Year 

Card Size      $ 50  $150 

1/4 Page      $ 80  $240 

1/2 Page       $140  $420  

Full Page      $200  $600 

Back Cover $500/issue 

* If Development or  Formatting is  required   $25/hour 

See advertising and sponsorship package at  www.sksheep.com 

Sheep Shape is printed January, April, July, October 

Deadline for submissions to Sheep Shape is the 15th of  

December, March, June and September 

Sask. Sheep Breeders’ Assoc.  

Yearly Membership:  $30.00 

Sheep Shape Breed Directory SSBA members:  $21.00 incl. GST 

Sheep Shape Breed Directory non-SSBA :   $26.25 incl. GST 

Vision:    Leaders of a prosperous sheep industry. 
Mission: To enable the growth of the Saskatchewan sheep industry through supportive  

     programs and services. 

Values:  We value excellence, integrity and leadership. 
Mandate:  Our Vision and Mission is achieved by: 

Representing and responding to the needs of all sheep and lamb producers of Saskatchewan. 

Providing effective communications channels.  

Providing marketing options and market information for lamb producers.  

Providing resource stability to the Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board.  

Providing education, extension and information transfer to assist producers in maximizing returns for 

lamb, sheep and sheep products. 

Ensuring access to sheep supplies. 

Promoting the lamb industry, the consumption of lamb and the use of sheep products. 

Implementing the strategic plan developed by the sheep industry for the sheep industry. 

Working in cooperation with other industry groups, marketing associations, commissions committees 

which have objectives consistent with those of the Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board. 

Working in partnership with the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture.  

The views expressed in Sheep Shape are not necessarily the  
views of the staff and Board of the SSDB.  Therefore, we are not 

responsible for any damages or losses as a result of reading this 

magazine.  The reader assumes all responsibility, risk and liability 

and hereby releases, waives, discharges and covenants not to 

sue Sheep Shape, SSDB staff and Board for any losses or damage 

however incurred.  The Information provided by the SSDB, its  staff 

and Board are provided without warranty or guarantee.  The 

SSDB  staff and Board assume no responsibility whatsoever with 

respect to loss, misinterpretation, damage caused by or alleged 

to  be caused by any information provided by the Sask. Sheep 

Development Board, staff and Board of Directors. 

Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board reserves the right to 

refuse printing of content submitted for publication either in 

Sheep Shape or on our website, www.sksheep.com 

http://www.sksheep.com/
mailto:sheepdb@sasktel.net
http://www.sksheep.com
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 A note from the Executive Director 

 Gord Schroeder         April  2020 

I wrote my article and had it put into the Sheep Shape for 

printing on March 15th. Today,  March 20th how the situation 

has changed due to Covid 19.  I have decided to leave the 

original content of my article as part of my note to you.  I do 

this as no one knows at this point how long this situation will 

continue and the impact it will have on our industry.  The level 

of impact will really depend on how long the current situation 

lasts.  Obviously the longer it lasts the greater the impact.  How 

will lamb prices, scheduled events such as The Grasslands 

Sheep Exhibition, office operations be impacted, no one 

knows for certain we can speculate but this is not always help-

ful.  So, we will continue our operations as best we can and 

adjust as required.   

We at the Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board are dedi-

cated to serving our producers, staff remain working 8-4:30 at 

the office.  However, we have made and continue to make 

operational adjustments to ensure everyone remains safe and that we are following health authority 

and government directives. 

Communication is so important, especially at times such as this.  I encourage producers to join Ewe-

line if they have not already, provide us with your email address and we will add you.  We have 

been using Ewe-line to get information to producers very effectively and efficiently . 

———————————————————- 

The Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board AGM and Symposium was held on January 10 -11, 

2020.  The event was held at the  Manitou Springs Resort and Mineral Spa, attendees very much en-

joyed the venue.    Good  information was presented from a strong line-up of speakers.  Thanks to all 

who attended.  Please mark your calendars for the next Symposium and AGM January 15-16, 2021 

at the Ramada Inn Saskatoon.      

With lambs on the ground producers begin thinking about market prices.  A greater than normal 

drop in prices last fall created some concern for producers.  However, demand and prices have re-

bounded nicely. Talking to buyers from across the country, the consensus is that prices and demand 

will be strong into the fall, however producers should expect the normal fall price softening with a 

rebound late in the year.    The future of the lamb industry looks promising. I encourage producers to 

look at retaining good breeding ewe lambs for expanding their flocks or selling as breeding animals. 

The demand for breeding animals is strong.   

On the topic of marketing, I am reminding producers of the SSDB Volume Marketing Service. Pro-

ducers with a larger number of lambs available for sale at one time (normally 150 or more) can re-

quest their lambs be offered for bid as a single owner group.  Buyers will then be bidding only on the 

individual producer’s lambs. This option may include a farm pick up. Farm pick up is dependent on 

location, arrangements made to determine weight of animals and the number of animals offered.  
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 Note from the executive director continued... 

Shrink may apply on a farm pick-up.  Advantages to this option include exposure to buyers across 

the country; provide a competitive marketing environment; producers know the price prior to ship-

ping;  we’re a bonded licensed dealer and we can take the stress out of marketing.  
 

While on the  topic of marketing, I encourage producers to consider their management of male 

lambs.   If you choose not to castrate your male lambs, you need to manage them to prevent un-

wanted pregnancies and additional costs to the value chain.  Intact lambs need to be marketed 

prior to sexual maturity or separated from female lambs prior to reaching sexual maturity.  Growth 

rates on bred ewe lambs and sexually mature ram lambs is poor.  Bred lambs giving birth in feedlots, 

during transport or in slaughter facilities is not acceptable. Additionally, we often have producers tell 

us they are lambing unexpectedly, intact ram lambs become sexually mature at a young age  Un-

expected lambing’s often do not end well.    

Animal welfare concerns needs to be a priority of all livestock sectors, not only for the purpose of 

maintaining consumer confidence but also to achieve good production on farms.  An animal that is 

well cared for will be more productive.   The Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Sheep is 

the  industry standard for appropriate husbandry, handling and welfare of  lamb production. It is our 

responsibility to ensure we follow The Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Sheep to earn 

the trust of the public throughout the value chain.  

New transportation regulations came into effect on February 20, 2020.  There’s more information in 

this issue of Sheep Shape and links to the new regulations can be found on our website.  Some of 

the areas covered are humane handling during transportation, load densities, unfit or compromised 

animal transport and time off feed, water and rest. We need to make ourselves aware of the 

changes.   

 

Animal welfare responsibilities for producers include knowing when and how to properly euthanize 

animals.  In some cases, producers don’t own or want to use a firearm.  There are other tools availa-

ble. In discussions with the Ministry of Agriculture we have been able to add the Captive Bolt Gun to 

the list of  eligible equipment under the Assurance Systems Rebate Program for Sheep Producers.  

This tool is available through the Ewe Shoppe. We will be hosting training sessions for producers. 

 

With the tremendous response to our Advanced Sheep Production Course last December we are 

planning to host another course on November 13-14, 2020.  We are hosting in Saskatoon due to the 

proximity to the Western College of Veterinary Medicine.  Most of our speakers are from the WCVM 

and we use their flock for the hands-on portion of the course.  Enrollment will again be limited to 25 

participants, if you want to attend please call the office and reserve your spot today.   

The SSDB continues to promote the sheep industry.  Promotional activities for 2020 will include radio 

advertising,  attendance at the Ag in Motion Show July 21-23, Grasslands Sheep Exhibition July 24-26, 

Agribition November 30-December 5th and attendance at various Agri-ed events throughout the 

province. 

Please mark July 24-26, 2020 on your calendars.  These are the dates of the 2020 Grasslands Sheep 
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Chairman’s report continued... 

Exhibition in Humboldt.  Events will include a sheep show and sale, large trade show, shearing com-

petition, wool working demonstrations, trade tables, workshops, working dog demonstrations, lamb 

banquet and more.  New this year will be a larger equipment component to the trade show.  As 

equipment is eligible under the Assurance Systems Rebate Program for Sheep Producers, we have 

invited equipment companies to come together under one roof to demonstrate their product.  This 

will give producers the opportunity to compare products and assist them in deciding which  equip-

ment is right for them.  The schedule of events can be found in this issue of Sheep Shape and on our 

website.  For entry forms and more details click on the 2020 Grasslands Sheep Exhibition on our 

events page.    

There’s increased interest in natural fibre; wool is a natural renewable resource with great charac-

teristics. We see an opportunity to expand the wool and fibre component at the Grasslands Sheep 

Exhibition.  So, this year we have rented more space and are working to increase the presence of 

fibre at the event.  We are looking to include more trade booths, demonstrations and learning op-

portunities.  More information is available on our events page, please help promote this event.  

Looking forward to seeing many of you in Humboldt! 

Thought for the day:   

 In life don’t under value the struggles of life and the value they have in your success.    

Note from the executive director continued... 
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A New Farm Direct Feeder Lamb Program Offers Incentives 

and Forward Pricing By Wade Meunier, Livestock Systems Manager, North American Lamb Company  

Once harvested, carcass attributes could also 

be provided back to breeding operations. This 

level of information flow would accelerate im-

provement through the supply chain garnering 

efficiencies beyond economic benefit. After the 

first season NALC will be able to reflect down-

stream benefits in the individual pricing it can 

offer good performing operations.  

The most complex component of this program is 

forward pricing. Market pricing on significant vol-

umes of lambs can be easily established in Can-

ada, derived from weekly or monthly Ontario 

auction reports. A tricky part NALC sees is being 

able to negotiate September or October pricing 

during the annual market euphoria late spring. 

Pricing windows or other contract mechanisms 

are being envisioned to help assist in tempering 

expectations with creating an ability for the pro-

ducer to capture more upside, should pricing 

unseasonably stay high in the fall. 

Success for NALC, and our producers, is a pro-

gram that over time will replace the 10,000-

20,000 external feeder lambs currently pur-

chased through auctions, and spot purchased 

private arrangements. Contracted farm direct 

procurement will allow NALC to plan meat mar-

keting months ahead. This program offers pro-

ducers incentives through collaboration and 

preventing wasteful costs - securing favorable 

returns while protecting themselves during 

high market volatility.  

After several years of focusing on finished lamb 

contracts for the spring and summer, the North 

American Lamb Company (NALC) is adding an-

other strong option for producers on the feeder 

lamb side. In late spring 2020 NALC is planning to 

launch a Farm Direct Feeder Lamb Program 

which will offer producers a strong, stable mar-

keting option. 

This program intends to offer producers incen-

tives for attributes that benefit downstream op-

erations in feeding and processing. For the finish-

ing operation, producers who send lambs that 

arrive pre-conditioned to grain or pellet rations 

and have undergone similar vaccination proto-

cols to NALC specifications will be offered incen-

tives. Those with tighter weighing, sexing and 

sorting capabilities could also see incentives.  

Producers who can slow growth and back-

ground lambs for delivery to finishing in Decem-

ber through February will see incentives for the 

effort.  

Logistical savings will also provide opportunities 

for incentives. Currently there are inefficiencies in 

the lamb buying system. An example, for pro-

ducers selling at auctions there is the costs of 

shrink, transport and commission fees with no 

price guarantees.  Buyers attending auctions of-

ten travel long distances and commit to trucking 

without knowing what will be bought. Producers 

and buyers transacting significant numbers of 

lambs are essentially subsidizing both sides of this 

inefficiency. NALC views it will be far more effi-

cient to plan out trucking routes to pick up direct 

from farms and deliver to the finishing operation, 

optimizing pen capacities. Trucking costs will be 

reduced, and lambs will arrive under less stress 

and better positioned to perform.  

A key piece of this program is information flow 

for continual improvement. NALC anticipates 

sharing feed efficiency information, animal 

health and mortality metrics to the farm of origin. 
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Sheep Bale Feeder Story   By Cathy Gallivan, PhD 

Sheep farmers who feed round bales are familiar 

with their convenience and also with the result-

ing high feed waste, even when round-bale 

feeders are used.  

Many unique designs of round-bale feeders 

have been developed and some claim to re-

duce or even eliminate feed wastage. Re-

searchers at the Norwegian University of Life Sci-

ences conducted two experiments to investi-

gate the effect of feeder design, roughage type 

and size of round bales on feed wastage in 

sheep. 
 

Experiment 1 

Four indoor pens were each provided with a dif-

ferent type of round-bale feeder, and stocked 

with 10 Norwegian White ewes in early pregnan-

cy. Ewes in each pen were given a bale of low-

quality roughage (Roughage 1) that was left in 

the feeder for four days, followed by a bale of 

high-quality roughage (Roughage 2) for the next 

four days. Each group of 10 ewes was subjected 

to each type of feeder by rotating them among 

the pens. 

Two of the round-bale feeders were circular; one 

had diagonal dividers (RD)  

and one had vertical dividers (RV) 

A third feeder (KR) had six sides made from 

linked panels that the ewes could move,  

with no dividers. The fourth feeder (TR) suspend-

ed the round bale  in an open ‘basket’ over a 

square platform 18 inches off the ground. Bales 

were placed on the floor with round sides up in 

the first three feeders, and placed in the basket 

of the TR feeder with the round side facing side-

ways. 
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 Bale Story continued... 

Roughage 1 (low quality) was grass silage har-

vested at a late stage of maturity with a dry 

matter (DM) content of 56.0%. Roughage 2 (high 

quality) was hay harvested at an early stage of 

maturity with 73.8% DM. Each type of roughage 

was baled in rounds that were approximately 47 

inches tall and 52 inches in diameter. The aver-

age weight of the bales was 514 kg (288 kg DM) 

for Roughage 1 and 468 kg (346 kg DM) for 

Roughage 2. The median particle length was 7.7 

inches for Roughage 1 and 3.8 inches for Rough-

age 2, which also had a greater leaf:stem ratio 

than Roughage 1. 

Bales were replaced every four days, with lefto-

ver feed removed from the feeders before new 

bales were added. Every morning at 0800, the 

wasted forage on the floor surrounding the feed-

ers was collected, weighed and sampled. 

Feeding behavior of the ewes was scored by an 

observer at 2-minute intervals on Days 2 and 4 

from 0900 to 1200, and 1500 to 1800, for each 

bale of Roughage 2 fed. Behavior was scored as 

the number of ewes eating with their whole 

head (both ears) inside the feeder, eating with 

their head partly inside the feeder (at least one 

ear outside the feeder), eating from the feeder 

while climbing with their front legs, or eating 

roughage from the floor outside the feeder.  
 

Results - feed wastage 

Overall, feed wastage averaged 1.1 kg DM/day 

per ewe. Feed waste was greatest on Day 1 (1.3 

kg DM/day per ewe) and decreased gradually 

until Day 4 (0.9 kg DM/day per ewe). Feed wast-

age was almost four times as high for Roughage 

1 as Roughage 2 (1.9 versus 0.5 kg DM/day per 

ewe). Feeder design also had significant impact 

on feed wastage, with more feed being wasted 

from the RV feeder (1.3 kg DM/day per ewe) 

than the KR and TR feeders (1.0 and 0.9 kg DM/

day per ewe, respectively). The RD feeder (1.1 

kg DM/day per ewe) was intermediate between 

the RV and KR or TR feeders.  

Wastage from both types of round bales had 

lower dry matter content than the baled feeds. 

Wastage from Roughage 1 also had lower crude 

protein content compared to round bales of 

Roughage 1, but wastage from Roughage 2 

had a similar content of crude protein as the 

round bales of Roughage 2. 
 

Results - feeding behavior.  

Ewes spent approximately 40% of the time dur-

ing the observation periods eating. The time 

spent eating with the whole head inside the 

feeder was significantly lower for the TR-feeder 

than for the other feeders. Time spent eating 

with the head partly inside the feeder was low-

est for the KR-feeder. Climbing with the front legs 

while eating was most prominent in the RV and 

TR-feeders. Time spent eating wastage from the 

floor was almost negligible. Interestingly, time 

spent eating with the whole head inside the 

feeder increased from 9.3% at Day 2 to 15.6% at 

Day 4, while time spent feeding with the head 

partly inside the feeder decreased from 30.3% at 

Day 2 to 20.8% at Day 4. Eating from the feeder 

while climbing with the front legs decreased only 
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 Bale Story continued... 

slightly from 3.6% at Day 2 to 2.8% at Day 4. 
 

Experiment 2 

In this experiment, the ewes were offered half or 

whole round bales of only one roughage in 

each of the same four types of feeders. Rough-

age in this experiment was harvested at a late 

stage of maturity and 76.6% DM. Median particle 

length of the hay was 6.2 inches. Bales were fed 

as either half bales averaging 188 kg (145 kg 

DM) or whole bales weighing 419 kg (323 kg 

DM). Feeding behaviors were scored as in Exper-

iment 1, but morning observations were limited 

to only one hour due to low feeding activity be-

tween 1000 and 1200. 
 

Results – Feed wastage 

Overall mean feed wastage in Experiment 2 was 

2.2 kg DM/day per ewe and decreased gradu-

ally from Day 1 (3.0 kg DM/day per ewe) to Day 

4 (1.4 kg DM/day per ewe). Feed wastage was 

almost twice as high for whole bales (2.9 kg DM/

day per ewe) as for half bales (1.5 kg DM/day 

per ewe). Feed wastage was similar for all feed-

er types when feeding whole bales, but higher 

for the TR feeder when feeding half round bales. 

As in Experiment 1, the dry matter content of the 

wastage was lower than that of the round bales.  
 

Results - feeding behavior.  

Ewes spent approximately 70% of their time eat-

ing during the observation periods. Time spent 

eating with the whole head inside the feeder 

was much higher when feeding half bales than 

when feeding whole bales. Feeder design also 

influenced feeding behavior in that time spent 

eating with the whole head inside the feeder 

was lower for the TR-feeder. Time spent eating 

with the head partly inside the feeder was much 

higher when feeding whole bales, and also high-

er on the TR-feeder compared to the other feed-

ers. Time spent eating while climbing with the 

front legs was significantly higher when feeding 

whole bales compared to half bales, but this be-

haviour only occurred on the TR-feeder when 

feeding half bales. Ewes spent more than twice 

as much time consuming feed wastage from the 

floor around the feeders when fed whole versus 

half bales, regardless of the type of feeder. 
 

Effect of roughage quality 

The amount of feed wasted in both experiments 

was generally high, ranging from 0.5–2.9 kg DM/

day per ewe. The amount of feed wasted was 

actually more than estimates of how much ewes 

of this size would consume, in two of the four pe-

riods. Feed wastage was highest on the day a 

new bale was fed and gradually decreased 

over four days. Type of roughage, size of bale 

(half or whole), and feeder design all had signifi-

cant effects, but the major factor influencing 

feed wastage was roughage quality.  

In Experiment 1, the feed wastage was nearly 

four times higher for Roughage 1 than Rough-

age 2. Roughage 1 was harvested at a later 

stage of maturity and, hence, had a lower nutri-

tive value. Late-harvested forages also have 

more stems in relation to leaves, which was seen 

in the longer particle length of Roughage 1. 

Ewes were selecting leaves in Roughage 1, as 

shown by the lower level of crude protein in the 

wastage compared to that in the round bale. 

The ewes must have pulled the long fibrous 

stems out of the feeders and left them as wast-

age on the floor around the feeder. There was 

no indication that leaves were being selected 

from Roughage 2, however, as the crude protein 

level in the wasted feed was the same as that in 

the round bale. Therefore, differences in selec-

tion may be a product of a greater leaf:stem 

ratio in the early- versus late-harvested rough-

age. Dry matter content of the roughage did 

not affect feed wastage in this study. 

In Experiment 2, the roughage used was also 
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harvested at a late stage of maturity, resulting in 

even more waste (2.9 versus 1.9 kg DM/day per 

ewe).  

Effect of whole versus half bales 

Feeding half bales rather than whole ones re-

duced feed waste by nearly half. Reducing the 

amount of feed in the feeder may have allowed 

the ewes to eat with their heads in a normal, 

downward position unlike when feeders contain 

whole bales, causing them to raise their heads 

to eat. The researchers speculated that the 

ewes dragged the feed out of the feeder in or-

der to eat in a more normal position. This theory 

is supported by the data, which shows that the 

ewes spent more time (50.5%) with their heads 

inside the feeder when feeding on half round 

bales than when feeding on whole round bales 

(27.4%), resulting in more of the potential wast-

age being dropped inside the feeder and less 

on the ground outside. 

In general, the ewes spent little time consuming 

wastage from the floor around the feeders. How-

ever, they spent more time doing so when eat-

ing whole bales compared to half bales in Exper-

iment 2, which is probably related to the larger 

amount of feed wastage available when larger 

amounts are fed.  

Effect of feeder design 

Although there was a significant effect of feeder 

design on feed wastage, the real differences 

were small. In Experiment 1, where only whole 

bales were used, the TR feeder had the lowest 

feed wastage. In Experiment 2, there were no 

differences between the round-bale feeders 

when feeding whole bales, but the TR feeder 

had the highest wastage when feeding half 

bales. This might be because the half round 

bales did not fit properly in the TR-feeder design. 

The ranking of the other feeders also differed be-

tween Experiments 1 and 2, so there seems to be 

no clear effect of feeder design on feed wast-

age. 

Bale Story continued... 

Conclusion 

Although feeder design did have a small effect 

on feed wastage, the quality and amount of 

roughage delivered into the round bale feeders 

had the largest effect on how much feed was 

wasted. Low-quality forage fed in whole round 

bales resulted in the most waste, but producers 

may take some consolation in knowing that 

ewes are consuming the higher-protein portions 

of poor-quality bales before wasting the rest, 

and that they will waste much less hay fed in 

round bales if it is of better quality. 
 

S.G. Kischel et al., 2019. The effect of round-bale 

feeder design and roughage type on feed wast-

age in sheep feeding. Animal, 13 (10): 2388-

2397. 
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Mananagement Strategy defines the success of 

lamb rearing programs. Many factors will affect 

the success of your current lambing season- 

breed, body condition score prior to lambing, for-

age quality, housing and seasonal weather pat-

terns are only a few. With proper planning, you 

can optimize the growth potential of your lambs 

by providing the right nutrients and environment 

for them to succeed.   

Here are the 5 C’s of Lamb Care to optimize 

Health and Growth:  

 Colostrum: Quality of colostrum is defined by the 

amount of immunoglobulins, energy level, and 

cleanliness, which cannot be defined by analyz-

ing colour or thickness. Since no antibodies cross 

the placenta of the ewe before birth, lambs 

need this colostrum immediately after birth in or-

der to survive. Along with the first feeding imme-

diately after birth, lambs should consume 10% of 

their body weight worth of colostrum in the first 18 

hours of life, in which half of this volume is fed in 

the first 6 hours of life, all split into smaller equal 

meals. As an example, a 7 pound lamb should 

receive a minimum of 0.7 pounds (11 ounces) of 

colostrum in the first 24 hours of life. Other factors 

to consider are sources of colostrum chosen. 

Ovine Progressive Pneumonia (OPP), Johne’s dis-

ease, Maedi Visma and other diseases can be 

spread directly through colostrum from infected 

ewes. Scour-causing bacteria can be transmitted 

by suckling on teats carrying the bacteria, or 

from their environment. By keeping a clean envi-

ronment, or supplementing lambs with a clean, 

disease free source of colostrum replacer specific 

for lambs, such as Grober Lamb Gro Colostrum 

Replacer, lambs’ risk of Maedi Visma, Johne’s dis-

ease, and scour-causing bacteria are greatly re-

duced.  

 

 

 

 Calories: A young lamb’s energy needs are 

based on their physiological needs at each 

stage of growth and the environment they are 

provided. Maximize their growth during this 

phase by ensuring your ewes are producing ad-

equate milk for each lamb. Artificial rearing is a 

solution to reduce lamb mortality by easily sup-

plying orphans or smaller lambs with the nutrition 

to grow optimally. A milk replacer must be for-

mulated to meet their species-specific dietary 

requirements, must be highly consistent, and has 

the highest quality digestible ingredients and 

readily available energy to maximize the effi-

ciency of your feeding program. In cold weath-

er, lambs require more energy and multiple small 

meals to compensate for the energy loss while 

providing enough nutrients for growth. Milk re-

placer, such as Grober Lamb Gro, Lamb Gro A+, 

and Dairy Lamb Gro are designed specifically to 

optimize nutrition in young lambs by creating a 

nutrient blend of the right fats, proteins, vitamins 

and minerals to supply consistent nutrition 

throughout the milk feeding phase. A gradual 10 

day weaning program is important to stimulate 

grain intake so lambs transition to a ruminant di-

et. Weaning can begin when lambs will reach 

2.5 x their birth weight, and can be optimized 

when fresh water and creep pellet are readily 

available within a few weeks of age. During the 

weaning phase, young ruminants first require 

fresh grain and water intake to develop the ru-

men- small amounts of soft textured grass hay or 

chopped straw will provide the proper scratch 

factor and help build rumen motility. Feeding 

second cut high alfalfa-based hay to pre-

weaned ruminants can be overwhelming for a 

lamb’s immature rumen, and can increase their 

risk of bloating. New research from Dr. Alex Bach 

of Spain has shown positive results in calves by 

providing free choice chopped straw as rough-

age. It may also be more cost effective alterna-

5 C’s to Lamb Care  by  
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tive to allow you to save grass-based and alfalfa 

hay for older livestock whose rumen is properly 

developed to extract the rich blend of nutrients 

provided in hay. Monitor the progress of your 

lambs over the weaning period to evaluate 

whether they are properly grown and condi-

tioned to be completely  weaned.  

Consistency: The quality of your milk replacer, 

feeding times and quantities, mixing concentra-

tion and temperature will influence how well 

your young animals perform. Ensure that you 

and those responsible for your young stock value 

the importance of maintaining consistency. En-

force feeding times, weigh your milk replacer for 

the correct concentration, and follow the mixing 

instructions. Digital scales are the most accurate 

for measuring your milk replacer. Ensure that the 

milk replacer is delivered at a temperature be-

tween 38-42˚C for optimal palatability and di-

gestion.  

Cleanliness: The transfer of disease and bacteria 

can cause high infection rates and high pre-

weaning mortality in your lambs. A clean lamb-

ing area with clean bedding will reduce a new-

born’s exposure to manure, thus reducing expo-

sure to Johne’s disease, Maedi Visma, and scour

-causing bacteria. Ensure that colostrum is col-

lected and delivered in a highly sanitary manner

- any bacterial infection through poor sanitary 

practices to a newborn can be fatal or impair 

their lifetime performance. Clean teats before 

lambs’ first suckle for colostrum. To best eradi-

cate disease, lambs can be removed immedi-

ately after birth, placed in a warm nursery area 

separate from your flock, and fed colostrum re-

placer and reared on milk replacer. Bacteria 

populations double every twenty minutes at 

5 C’s to Lamb Care continued... 
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room temperature- properly sanitizing all feeding 

utensils is crucial in preventing exposure to 

lambs. This can be done by washing feeding 

utensils in the same manner as a milk line wash 

cycle: rinse, warm water detergent soak, fol-

lowed by a hot water rinse. If you provide free 

choice milk feeding, ensure you fully acidify your 

milk replacer to prevent the growth of bacteria, 

and provide new, clean batches twice daily.  

Comfort: A draft-free and well ventilated envi-

ronment is the first step to young animal comfort. 

Preventing rapid temperature fluctuations will 

allow young animals to maintain consistency 

and health. Providing deep bedding will allow 

young animals to better regulate their body 

temperature and maintain warm, thus reducing 

their energy maintenance 

requirements, and allowing 

these nutrients to contribute 

to growth.  

 

5 C’s to Lamb Care continued.. 
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News from the Mill                                                                                                                               

Let us help you transform your raw fleeces into 

lovely finished products. Our complete mill can 

wash your wool and create batts, roving, felt, 

yarn and core spun rug yarn.  We have a dye 

vat to create whatever colours you desire with 

white fleeces, and knitters ready to create 

something special. Light brown fleeces can be 

overdyed if desired. We are booked for January, 

and now taking orders for February 2020. 
 

We've Gone To The Dogs! 

Introducing our new Furever Line starting on Jan-

uary 1, 2020. We are processing beautiful luxuri-

ous yarn from your dog fur. Your fur babies are 

now able to warm your heart, and create warm 

garments to protect you from the Saskatchewan 

winter winds. Many people like to have wonder-

ful lasting memories of their beloved pet, and 

we have a group of knitters to help create one 

of a kind treasured keepsakes. Dog hair spun in-

to yarn is not a new idea, and has been traced 

back before sheep were introduced into North 

America by the Spaniards. Called Chiengora, a 

melding of terms Chien (french for dog) and go-

ra (referring to the soft angora rabbit) dog fur is 

making a come back.  Wool is added into the 

process, and is blended at the carder to give 

the yarn the properties of wool for bounce, elas-

ticity and memory. 
 

For more information contact : in-

fo@canadianfibremill.ca 

Karen- 306-631-8516 

Howard- 306-631-8877 

Canadian Fibre Mill – Truly Moral Fibre 

Caron, Sask. 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

mailto:info@canadianfibremill.ca
mailto:info@canadianfibremill.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Canadian-Fibre-Mill-105951620743121/reviews/?post_id=10157786540381282&referrer=page_recommendations_home_card&ref=page_internal
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This notice is being provided to you as a re-

minder that the Canadian Sheep Identifica-

tion Program (CSIP) is a mandatory program, 

and that steps to ensure compliance are 

being increased.  The Canadian Food In-

spection Agency (CFIA) is responsible for en-

forcing these regulations. Random audits are 

being completed.   If found in noncompli-
ance you are putting yourself at risk of a 

penalty up to $1300 for an individual and up 

to $10,000 if conducted in the course of busi-

ness.     
 

The Canadian Sheep Identification Program 

requires that: 

• All sheep and lambs must bear an ap-

proved CSIP ear tag before they leave the 

farm of origin.   It is illegal to transport ani-

mals not bearing an approved CSIP tag.  

• CSIP tags must be purchased from an ap-

proved distributor.                                                              

Saskatchewan sheep producers must pur-

chase their CSIP tags from the Saskatche-

wan Sheep Development Board.  The CSIP 

numbers of all tags sold are recorded and 

linked in the CCIA database to the contact 

information of the purchasers. 

• Approved CSIP ear tags must not be re-

moved or tampered with for any reason and 

must not be re-used. 

 Attention Sheep Producers  

Re: Canadian Sheep Identification Program.  
  

Yellow  Shearwelll RFID  

Yellow Allflex Sheep RFID 

Yellow Dual Allflex Sheep RFID 

Yellow Dual Shearwelll RFID  

• Sheep producers and feedlot operators 

are required to keep a record of all sheep or 

lambs entering your flock for breeding pur-

poses and all sheep 18 months or older leav-

ing your farm. 

Auction marts, livestock dealers, slaughter 

plants, buyers are required to accept only 

sheep and lambs bearing an approved CSIP 

ear tag. 

 

The approved CSIP tags are as shown below, 

the tag  must bear  the official      logo. 



24 

 

 

  

 



25 

 
   



26 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



27 

 
  

I 



28 

 
 Are You in Compliance with the Sheep Code of Practices?  

The National Farm Animal Care Council Code of 

Practices for The Care and Handling of Sheep 

(Sheep Code) was released in 2013.   Compli-

ance with the Sheep Code needs to become a 

priority for our industry.   

Two areas that producers should pay special at-

tention to are the requirements for castration 

and tail docking.   Warnings are currently being 

given and animals in noncompliance will be 

culled or removed from sheep events.   

The Sheep Code says: Castration must be per-

formed by or under the direct supervision of 

competent personnel using proper, clean, sani-

tized and well-maintained tools, and accepted 

techniques. All castration must meet the meth-

od, age range and pain control use require-

ments stipulated in the table below.  

For a copy of the National Farm Animal Care Council 

Code of Practices for The Care and Handling of Sheep 

please contact the SSDB  office or it can be viewed on line 

at www.nfacc.ca. 

Tail docking, the Sheep Code says: Tail docking 

must be performed by, or under the direct super-

vision of, competent personnel using proper, 

clean, sanitized, and well-maintained tools, and 

accepted techniques.  Tail docking using a surgi-

cal technique (e.g using a blade alone) must be 

done by a licensed veterinarian with anesthesia 

and analgesia. Tail docking for lambs over six 

weeks of age must be done by a licensed veteri-

narian with anesthesia and analgesia. Rubber 

rings must not be applied beyond six weeks of 

age.  

Docked tails must cover the vulva in ewes and 

the equivalent length in rams. Tails must be 

docked no shorter than the distal end of the cau-

dal fold. 

Please take the time to read through the Sheep Code and adjust production practices accordingly. 

http://www.nfacc.ca
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    Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board  

          Marketing Fact Sheet   

             
The Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board provides a marketing option to assist pro-

ducers in achieving their marketing goals. 

SSDB Marketing Service Advantages: 

 ❖ Provides lamb producers exposure to buyers across the country, providing a competitive 

marketing environment.  

 ❖ Producers know the feeder lamb, market lamb and slaughter sheep prices prior to shipping 

animals. 

 ❖ Producers have regular shipping opportunities. 

 ❖ We take the stress out of marketing  

 ❖ SSDB is a bonded licensed dealer. 

SSDB Marketing Service Fees:   

Handling $1.50 

Insurance $0.50 

Assembly Point Yardage $2.00-$4.00 dependent on local assembly yard fees 
 

 SSDB Marketing Service Procedure  

1.  The producer calls the SSDB office and provides the following information: 

❖ Number and type of animal 

❖ Approximate weight or weight range of animal(s). 

❖ Birth month/s 

❖ Breed of animal 

❖ If male lambs are castrated. 

❖ If lambs are on a grain ration 

2.  When the SSDB office has a suitable number of animals on offer from producers: 

❖ A bid sheet with information on animals being offered is sent to the buyers.  

❖ The buyers are generally given 48 hours to respond with bid. The successful buyer is contact-

ed as soon as the bidding closes. 

3.  Arrangements are made with the buyer for trucking and assembly. A truck is normally sent to the 

assembly point if there is a minimum number of 100 head. 

4.  Producers are then contacted and provided a bid price and asked to confirm commitment to 

shipping and numbers being committed.  Producers are instructed to bring their animals to the as-

sembly point on a specific day and by a certain time  The animals are weighed, and weight is rec-

orded on the manifest. Producers are paid on recorded weights regardless of destination.  

5.  Producers are required to put a unique identifying mark on their animals for ease of identifica-

tion. 

6. The truck picks up the animals and the load information is sent to the buyer. The buyer then for-
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wards payment to the office and a cheque is issued to the producer,  

normally within three business days. Depending on mail services and producer location payment 

should be received within one to two weeks. 

7. The current assembly points are located at Saskatoon, Dysart, Tisdale, Yorkton, Maple Creek, 

Meadow Lake and Swift Current.  Volumes at assembly location must be enough to warrant sending 

a truck for pick up.   

We are always looking for additional locations for assembly if there is enough demand and criteria 

can be met. 

8. The price quoted by the buyer is based on quality animals, poor quality animals are discounted. 

9. The SSDB office must be notified of any changes to the committed number of sheep/lambs to be 

delivered to the assembly point asap. Freight is a substantial cost; loads must be full, and space has 

been reserved for your animals.  Our expectation is that producers will maintain their commitment to 

the SSDB and other producers in the province. 

10. If a producer has called the office to put animals on offer, the office must be notified if the situa-

tion changes and the animals are no longer on offer.  If the office is not notified of the change your 

animals will be included on the bid sheet, resulting in an inaccurate offering to the buyers.   
 

SSDB Large Volume Option 

Producers with a larger number of lambs available for sale at one time (normally 150 or more) can 

request their lambs be offered for bid as a single owner group.  Buyers will then be bidding only on 

the individual producer’s lambs. This option may include a farm pick up. Farm pick up is dependent 

on location, arrangements made to determine weight of animals and the number of animals of-

fered. Shrink may apply on a farm pick-up.  
 

 When Shipping to Any Market: 

❖  All animals must be tagged with approved CSIP tag before they leave the farm. 

❖  Know the estimated weight of the animals being offered or delivered.   

❖  Prevent ewe lambs from being bred, bred ewe lambs are difficult to manage for feedlot     

operators. 

❖  Prevent cull ewes from being bred. 

❖  Castrate ram lambs unless you are shipping prior to sexual maturity, direct to slaughter or a  

niche market.  Feeder ram lambs are difficult to manage in feedlot operations. 

❖  Dock tails as you may be discounted, as it potentially can lead to animal health issues and 

plant contamination 

❖  Ship all OLD CROP lambs before adult teeth emerge, once adult teeth emerge these animals 

are classified as culls and hence will receive cull price. 

❖  Sort or mark your lambs according to their weight categories and if possible separate them on 

the trailer. This helps with the movement of your animals once you get to the assembly point. 

❖  Send a completed livestock manifest with the animals. Indicate the PID number, type and 

number of animals and identifying mark if applicable. 

❖  Follow Canadian Livestock Transportation Regulations  

❖  Feed and water animals before leaving home 

Marketing Fact Sheet continued... 
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Don’t pay for information that is readily availa-

ble at no charge. Contact your local Regional 

Services Branch office or the Agriculture 

Knowledge Centre at 1-866-457-2377 for infor-

mation on agricultural programs or funding op-

portunities. If it is not a government program, 

our specialists will direct you to the best source 

of information on the topic for free. 

 

Teaser: Do you know where to access free in-

formation about government programs? 

 

Free one-stop shopping for all government programs 

By Rachel Kraynick, Agriculture Programs Specialist, Yorkton 

Did you know that all government programs and 

funding information is free? 

 

Be cautious of any situation where you are re-

quired to pay money to access information on 

government programming and grants. There are 

many sites on the internet that request a sub-

stantial fee to acquire a listing of agricultural 

grants and funds that are available to Saskatch-

ewan producers. Many producers have consid-

ered paying the fee in hopes of accessing fund-

ing that others are not privy to, however, all infor-

mation is public and free. 

 

If you’re searching for funding that could sup-

port: Agricultural research and development ac-

tivities, Farm and ranch water development and 

environmental programming, Ways to manage 

production risk, Increased competitiveness 

through productivity and food safety, Building 

capacity for agricultural awareness, farm safety 

and leadership opportunities, or Industry expan-

sion into domestic and international markets. 

 

All of this information can be sourced through 

one of the Ministry of Agriculture Program Spe-

cialists. Our Program Specialists are strategically 

placed across the province to provide in-depth 

and comprehensive knowledge to farmers, 

ranchers, agri-businesses and industry stakehold-

ers regarding programming, especially federal-

provincial programming offered under the Ca-

nadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP). This infor-

mation is free and our specialists can also assist 

with the application process. More information 

and a comprehensive listing of agriculture pro-

grams is available through our website. 

(www.saskatchewan.ca/cap) 

 

http://www.saskatchewan.ca/cap
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When we think of all the things we put into our 

flock, many things come to our mind.  Outside of 

the genetic inputs we may think of such things 

as hay, bedding, grain, minerals, etc.  But the 

largest single ingredient is usually over looked…. 

Water. 

Feed intake for a 150 lbs late gestation ewe will 

be around 4 lbs of dry matter.  The same ewe 

when lactating with twin lambs will need over 6 

lbs of dry matter per day.  While this may seem 

like a big input, feed is dwarfed by the ewe’s 

water consumption.  That same 150 lbs gesta-

tional ewe will consume 8-10 lbs of water per 

day (3.8-4.5L), and the lactating ewes will proba-

bly be over 13 lbs of water per day (6-8 L). 

Due to the high intake, water plays a significant 

role in the nutritional balance of a diet and the 

health and well-being of your sheep.  However, 

many times the water is overlooked in the man-

agement decisions of most flocks. 

Western Canadian water sources, and in partic-

ular prairie water is typically high in impurities 

and affects livestock negatively.  Understanding 

the impact and how to address it through your 

rations is critical to healthy livestock production.  

Initially, to understand the impact your water 

has, you must obtain a detailed water analysis.  

This water test will be good for several years un-

less there is a change in the aquifer structure or 

surface water supply.  There are many private 

labs that can do water tests as well as the Roy 

 A Hard Look at the Main Ingredient in your Flock  by John D. Graff  

 
Romanow Provincial Lab which is part of the Sas-

katchewan Health Authority.  When requesting a 

water test, the following analytes should be re-

quested at a minimum:  

 Manganese 

 Iron  

 Sulphur 

 Sodium 

 Carbonates 

 Bicarbonates 

 Nitrates 

 Total Dissolved Solids   

 Coliform 

  

 It is important to note that many of these nutri-

ents present in most water is picked up when the 

water is held or passes through rock and clay 

formations which it is held in.  Well and spring 

water is held in subterranean caverns or within 

sand and gravel deposits where it can be ex-

posed to salts, metals, clay, and rock.  The water 

will dissolve many of the constituents in the rock 

and salt over time and we are faced with ad-

dressing the resulting issues that high levels of 

these constituents produce.    

Manganese is present in a higher level in prairie 

water than many other water sources that I 

have seen in my travels.  Manganese is required 

nutrient and its presence is not in itself a con-

cern.  You will see a dark almost black staining 

on fixtures and bowls when manganese is pre-

sent.  But the higher levels of manganese tell you 
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that there are other issues to be aware of.  Man-

ganese is typically only present when there are 

higher levels of bicarbonates in the water, such 

as is present in prairie alkali.  Manganese also is 

utilized by some forms of bacteria.  This bacteria 

flourishes in water which has manganese pre-

sent.  Then the high levels of bacteria are ingest-

ed into the animal and must be attacked by the 

body or it may interfere with rumen function. 

Typically, a level higher than 0.05 mg/L of Man-

ganese is deemed detrimental and is typically 

exceeded in many prairie waters.  A step to ad-

dress the bacterial load in the well, and check-

ing nutrients which may bind manganese is typi-

cally required.  Speak to your nutritionist about 

this.        

One of the most significant nutrients that many 

producers see in their water is iron.  Iron is com-

mon in our soils and rock in many areas.  We see 

it as the reddish-brown discoloration in sinks and 

toilets.  We can also see the effects when we 

feel the inside of our water bowls and tanks and 

feel the slippery slime on the side.  Flock and 

herds consuming water with high iron content 

typically see increased levels of scours, mastitis, 

respiratory illness, and foot rot.  Iron levels great-

er than 0.3 mg/L is excessive but all iron should 

be considered in the diet.  Iron has a twofold im-

pact.   

First, many bacteria use iron in their metabolism.  

Higher levels of iron in the water can support 

higher levels of bacteria similar to what happens 

with manganese in water.  When the animal 

consumes the water, they ingest the bacteria 

load.  This then interferes with rumen function 

and causes the animal to have to build a re-

sponse to the bacteria.  This response uses up 

energy and nutrient stores in the animal and 

makes it susceptible to other disease challenges.   

Secondly, iron is absorbed through certain parts 

of villi in the digestive tract.  These absorption 

points are the same points where copper is     

absorbed.  While many of us worry about cop-

per toxicity, copper is a requirement of sheep 

and a pregnant ewe requires approximately 5 

mg each day in the total ration.  Copper and 

iron fight for entry through the small entry points 

in the small intestine.  The area where this ab-

sorption occurs is small, and as the feed passes 

through, a high level of iron will “bump” copper 

out of the “turnstile” at the entry point.  Iron is al-

so present in the feed and this combined with 

the water sources is many times higher than the 

amount of copper.  Thus copper is unable to en-

ter in adequate amounts.  The lack of copper 

will result in symptoms such as foot rot, de-

pressed immunity, lack of growth, low milk flow, 

and poor fertility.  These symptoms may occur 

due to other reasons as well, but in Western Can-

ada, copper deficiency due to excess iron and 

sulfur is the primary reason.   

As mentioned excess sulfur is also an issue and 

can be present in prairie water sources.  Sulfur is 

readily available in underground rock and salt 

structure as can be attested to by the amount 

of potash and alkalinity in the region.  Sulfur is 

also present in other natural resource rich areas.  

Sulfur is required by ruminants for the production 

of amino acids methionine and cysteine and the 

vitamin biotin.  It is present in amino acids that 

are prevalent in soybeans, alfalfa, and other 

high protein feeds.  It is present in feeds such as 

some molasses sources, distillers products, and 

some lignin based binding agents. 

Together all these sources can cause sulfur is-

sues, but prairie water sources can have high 

levels and even toxic levels are quite prevalent.  

Sulfur in water is usually in the sulfate form which 

is soluble in water, and it can vary widely from 

0.5 mg/L to over 2500 mg/L and requires testing 

to know exactly.  Sulfate higher than 2000 mg/L 

is considered toxic and 1200 mg/L is considered 

very detrimental.    However, all sulfur sources 

above the requirement for the animal can tie up 

other nutrients such as copper, manganese, 

zinc, selenium, and others.  Tie ups result when 

 A Hard Look continued... 
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the negative attraction of sulfates binds up the 

positive charge on such micro minerals listed pre-

viously.  These bound or tied up minerals are too 

large to be absorbed and pass through the di-

gestive tract resulting in a deficiency of the micro 

mineral.     

Wool sheep have a higher requirement and toler-

ance for sulfur than hair sheep or cattle.  In many 

cases while the sulfur levels below 1200 mg/L do 

not cause severe issues in wool sheep, the diets 

must be adjusted to compensate the micro min-

erals for the tie ups resulting from the presence of 

sulfur and sulfur compounds.  

Sodium can also cause issues in the animal when 

it is in excess levels in the water.  Typically, we 

think of sodium as a portion of salt (sodium chlo-

ride).  While this can be true, it is typically in water 

as a chloride form in west coast regions such as 

California or form deep wells where the aquifer is 

related to a salt formation.  In prairie regions we 

see sodium usually in a sodium sulfate or sodium 

bicarbonate form.  Sodium is a needed part of 

the diet, but excess sodium can cause issues with 

feed efficiency, udder edemas, and the diges-

tive tract.  Watch for hard udders in freshly lactat-

ing ewes.  Excessively runny manure, inability to 

form stool, and high amounts of undigested fiber 

are indications of high sodium.       

Outside of these previously mentioned issues the 

main problem with sodium in the water is the in-

terference it gives producers in the consumption 

of salt and mineral products on a free choice ba-

sis in the pasture.  As sodium increases, animals 

will not consume salt, which is prevalent in many 

feed products.  Customized rations and mineral 

products are required.  Talk to your nutritionist. 

Carbonates are another constituent in water 

samples.  This component is not soluble and is 

usually associated with calcium.  The two ions 

combined make limestone, and this is indicative 

of a water source that is sitting in a limestone 

cavern or gravel deposit or stream flow.  Car-

bonates can be separated from the calcium and 

then the carbonate is available to tie up other 

beneficial nutrients.  Due to its insoluble charac-

teristics levels are usually low in well water in our 

region. 

Bicarbonates on the other hand are very preva-

lent in the prairie water system.  Bicarbonates are 

water soluble, and along with some sulfates are 

the primary constituent in the alkali salts seen in 

the prairies.  Other regions see chloride salts asso-

ciated with alkalinity, but here bicarbonates 

make up most of this.  Bicarbonates are benefi-

cial in rumination, as ruminants utilize large 

amounts of sodium bicarbonate in their saliva to 

moderate rumen pH.  However, excess bicar-

bonates will tie up many micronutrients such as 

copper, zinc, and selenium.  Bicarbonates have 

the strongest affinity to manganese, which is im-

portant in ligaments, immunity, and fertility.  There 

is a higher incidence of cystic ovaries in flocks 

that have high bicarbonate levels in the water.  

Chelated minerals are highly recommended in 

this situation.   

Nitrates are well known antagonists to animal 

production.  Water sources usually are contami-

nated with nitrates from manure or fertilizer run off 

or pollution.  The nitrates normally will be broken 

down to nitrites and then to ammonia which is 

excreted.  Long term low dose exposure will low-

er milk production in ewes and darken manure.   

Animals are able to adjust over time to lower 

levels but sudden changes will cause a variety 

of problems.  However, when large amounts are 

in the body, the body cannot convert to ammo-

nia fast enough and the nitrite will bond with red 

blood cells making them unable to transport oxy-

gen.  Animals will quickly see vasodilation and 

show rapid heartbeat and low blood pressure as 

a consequence.  Body temperature will drop 

and animals will have muscle tremors, and 

 A Hard Look continued... 

Continued on page 53 
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weakness.  Blood and tissues will become dark, 

and death will soon result.  If animals do recover, 

you will see abortion in pregnant ewes usually 

several days after exposure.  Nitrate poisoning 

can be serious and have significant economic 

effects.   

Total Dissolved Solids or TDS is a measure of all of 

the impurities in the water.  Issues occur when it 

is above 1000mg/L but toxic levels are consid-

ered above 1500 mg/L.  If there is a large 

amount of TDS above the previously listed items, 

additional testing should be done to find the 

source of the issues.  Excess TDS will severely limit 

animal performance, but understanding which 

component is actually the culprit is necessary in 

order to address the issue.  

Coliform and other organisms can contaminate 

water from run off or seepage from manure and 

other pollutants.  These are very dangerous to 

the health of humans and animals.  Low doses 

will decrease the animals ability to respond to 

other disease challenges, but higher doses will 

result in severe disease challenges.  Contact 

your veterinarian if your animals are exhibiting 

any issues or your water is contaminated.  The 

addition of a medicator to your water system 

that injects chlorine or hydrogen peroxide may 

be needed but these are detrimental to rumen 

function so it must be used carefully. 

Solutions.   

In many cases where high manganese or iron or 

coliform bacteria are present in a well, shock 

chlorinating the well is recommended to kill the 

bacteria present.  Allow the chlorine to sit in the 

well under a volume of water and in the pipes 

before flushing.  Ensure the well and pipes are 

 A Hard Look continued... 
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 A Hard Look continued... 

properly flushed before putting animals back 

on the water. 

In cases of bicarbonates, iron, and sulfur the in-

clusion of chelated copper, zinc, manganese 

and possibly magnesium, potassium in the diet 

is recommended.  Selenium from a yeast 

source is also recommended.  Chelates and 

yeast compounds protect the micro minerals 

from tie ups by these nutrients.  Ensuring 50% of 

your micro minerals are from protected sources 

is a good way to overcome these tie ups. 

When the compounds are excessive or toxic 

then you may need to look at another water 

source or purifying water through Reverse Os-

mosis or filtration.  In the case of sulfur and ni-

trates there are some feed based ingredients 

which will bind the toxic impurities and allow 

them to be harmlessly excreted from the ani-

mal.  I have seen these work well in applications 

where feed and water are fed in close proximi-

ty.  This is because the ingredient must be fed in 

such a way as it comes in contact with the neg-

ative water compounds.  Producers who are 

experiencing these issues are welcome to con-

tact me for assistance or talk to your local vet-

erinarian or nutrition provider.     

Summary. 

Water plays the most significant part in your ani-

mal’s performance of any single input you 

have.  Do not overlook it.  Take the time to 

check and test your water.  As this article 

shows, there are a wide variety of issues that 

can result from poor water quality.  Do not al-

low poor water to harm your livestock and take 

the joy out of raising sheep.                         

Until next time….     

John D. Graff is a nutritional consultant with 

over 20 years’ experience in addressing live-

stock nutrition and production issues around 

the world.  He resides with his family in SE Sas-

katchewan where he is a nutritionist and 

consultant with Saxum Technologies Inc.  He 

and his family operate Novis Livestock LP.  

You can take A Hard Look at this topic or 

contact John thru www.facebook.com/

ahardlook      

http://www.facebook.com/ahardlook
http://www.facebook.com/ahardlook
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Canadian Sheep Identification Program / Traceability 

➢ The Canadian Sheep Federation is working with 

the Canadian Cattle Identification Agency and 

Shearwell to address tag quality questions. Shearwell 

has tested some modifications to the A-Set tag in-

tended to improve both tag application and tamper-

evidence. They are working with CCIA to ensure the 

modifications will pass lab testing required when 

modifications are made.  

Scrapie Flock Certification Program  

➢ The CSF is working with the CFIA to conduct a full 

Scrapie Flock Certification Program review that will 

assess enrolled producer files from 2017 through pre-

sent day. A huge undertaking, this review will ensure 

program delivery partners have been fulfilling their 

roles and responsibilities, and that industry partners 

can be confident in program delivery. Enrolled pro-

ducers can expect to be asked questions regarding 

their enrollment that date as far back as 2016.  

 

Industry Updates 

➢The CSF met with CFIA small ruminant export spe-

cialists to discuss U.S. export opportunities. We are 

working to establish opportunities in the interim of the 

APHIS Small Ruminant Rule being adopted.  

➢ The CSF Chair and ED attended the American 

Sheep Industry Association Convention, meeting with 

a number of industry leaders in addition to attending 

convention functions. The CSF had a chance to meet 

with ASI, American Lamb Board, American Goat Fed-

eration, New Zealand Beef & Lamb and Meat and 

Livestock Australia senior executives to continue work 

on global collaboration. There is a general consensus 

   CSF UPDATES 
 

 

that what started as a global conference should 

evolve into a global initiative and plans are under-

way to ratify and entity around that idea. There will 

be a global meeting in 2020 were future plans are 

presented.  

➢ Partnering with the Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency, the CSF created the CSF-CFIA Sheep Sector 

Humane Transport Working Group(Gord Schroeder a 

member). Industry partners from across the country 

were invited to participate in this working group that 

will discuss issues and work on solutions for the sheep 

sector as they implement and work to comply with 

the humane transport amendments to the Health of 

Animals.  

➢ This CSF-CFIA Sheep Sector Humane Transport 

Working is working through a Q&A document for in-

dustry, and developing a list of issues for which guid-

ance is not clear. After the Q&A document the WG 

will examine existing communications tools and con-

sider additional comms pieces specifically for the 

sector work with the CFIA on guidance around issues 

identified through the Q&A discussion and  

address implementation and compliance challenges 

as they arise. If industry partners encounter compli-

ance and/or enforcement problems, please let us 

know and we will bring it to the WG and CFIA’s atten-

tion.  

➢ The CSF met with NFACC and Humane Canada to 

discuss the 5-year review of the Codes of Practice for 

the Care and Handling of Sheep. Started over 18 

months ago, the process was delayed awaiting an 

appointment by Humane Canada in keeping with 

the NFACC process requiring at least one appoint-

ment from the animal welfare sector. We may now 

be in a position to convene the Code Technical Pan-

el and complete the 5-year review.  
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Guard Dog Rebate Program 

   administered by Saskatchewan Crop  

Insurance Corporation (SCIC) 

For information and Application Forms  

Contact your nearest  

 SCIC customer service office 
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 WOOL COLLECTION  DEPOTS (CCWG) 

Cliff Metheral   Nokomis, SK     (306)528-2113 

 

Lorrie Reed   Elrose, SK              (306)378-4010 

 

Kendall Smith Lloydminster, SK(306)825-3770 

 

Charles Struck  Saskatoon,SK  (306)231-9750 or 

  cstruck_7@hotmail.com 

 
Laverne Struck   Pilger, SK       (306)367-4278 

 

Beasley, John   Youngstown, AB  (403) 857-9236 

 

 

Rosvold, Stacey  Ethelbert, MB  (204) 742-3658 or 

  floatingsranch@gmail.com 

Ward Harden (loading day) 

 Fir Mountain, SK      (306) 476-2617  

Maria Hoogenboom 

 Yorkton, SK               (306) 620-3090  
 

Chris Kirwan  

 Gull Lake, SK           (306) 672-7477  

Lumsden Sheep Wool Depot 

Lumsden, SK           (306) 570-7565 
lumsdensheep@hotmail.com    Open all year 
 

Trevor McKenzie 

MacRorie, SK            (306) 243-2025 

Rick Matthews  

 Livelong, SK             (306) 845-2404  

J3 Meier Wool Depot 

Dundurn, SK              (306) 544-2428 

Stephen Mottershead 

Dysart, SK  (306) 331-8318  

Please PHONE ahead to all depots! 

INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS 

AGRICULTURE KNOWLEDGE CENTRE  

   Tel: 1-866-457-2377  

   Website: www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca  
 

CANADIAN SHEEP BREEDERS' ASSOCIATION  

   Linda Brandes, General Manager  Tel: 1-866-956-1116  
   Box 7, St. Albert, AB T8N 1N2  
   Email: csba.linda@gmail.com 
   Website: www.sheepbreeders.ca   
 

SASK. SHEEP BREEDERS' ASSOCIATION INC  

   Courtney MacDougall,  President  

   E-mail: courtney_mac_6@hotmail.com 

   Website: www.sasksheepbreeders.com 
 

CANADIAN DORPER SHEEP ASSOCIATION  

   David Steele,  President    Tel:  (705) 435-9125 

   E-Mail: willowbrookfarm@zing-net.ca 

   Website: www.canadiandorper.org 

  

CANADIAN KATAHDIN SHEEP ASSOCIATION  

   Completely amalgamated with the CSBA-see above 

   Website: www.sheepbreeders.ca 
 

 

PRAIRIE DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES  

    Website: www.pdsinc.ca   

    Tel:(306) 966-7316 
 

CEPOQ Genetic Team  (GenOvis) 

Amélie St-Pierre & Cathy Thériault-Landy  

Tél: (418) 856-1200 # 224           English service: (418) 856-1200 # 221 
genovis@cepoq.com 

CANADIAN SHEEP FEDERATION  

   PO Box 10 Williamsburg ON   K0C 2H0 

   Toll free: 1-888-684-7739      phone: (613) 652-1824  Fax: (613)652-1599 

   Website: www.cansheep.ca       e-mail: info@cansheep.ca  

   Corlena Patterson  - Executive Director  
 

CANADIAN NATIONAL ID CO-ORDINATOR  

   Canadian Sheep Federation    1-888-684-7739 
 

CANADIAN VERIFIED SHEEP PROGRAM 

   Corlena Patterson    

   Toll free: 1-888-684-7739      email: verifiedsheep@cansheep.ca  
     

 

SCRAPIE CANADA  

    Toll free: 1-866-534-1302 or Website: www.scrapiecanada.ca 

    Claire Knubley   Tel: (613) 866-8016  e-mail: csf.vsfcp@gmail.com  

  

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION  

   2417 Holly Lane, Ottawa, ON   K1V 0M7  

   TEL: (613) 731-7110    FAX: (613) 731-0704  

   e-mail: melanie.overduin@clrc.ca  Melanie Overduin  sheep & goats 

   e-mail: clrc@clrc.ca   General Inquiries  

   Website: www.clrc.ca  
 

CANADIAN CO-OPERATIVE WOOL GROWERS LTD  

   Head office - CARLTON PLACE     Box 130, Carleton Place, ON.    K7C 3P3  

   Eric Bjergso, G.M.  TEL: (613) 257-2714 or 1-800-488-2714 

   e-mail: ccwghq@wool.ca    FAX: (613) 257-8896   Website: www.wool.ca  

   Sask. Reps North -Lee Sexton  (306)544-2660  South- Ward Harden (306)476-2617 

 S.S.D.B.   BOARD of DIRECTORS 

North West Region      Owen  Gentes—Vice Chairperson  oggentes@gmail.com     Battleford,  SK    (306) 481-3638 

North East Region        Steven  Dempsey                        steven.h.dempsey@gmail.com     Foam Lake, SK   (306) 551-1338 

Central Region           Megan Kroes                    kbarranches@sasktel.net     Harris,  SK            (306) 831-6122 

South West Region      Liezel Kennedy—CSF rep                       liezelh@gmail.com               Shamrock, SK     (306) 648-8287  

South East Region       Lester Whittingham—Chairperson  lwhitt01@hotmail.com             Qu’Appelle, SK   (306) 699-2493  

 SHEARERS 

Francis Ecker   Barthel, SK       (306)837-4762 

 

M.A. Esterhuyse Grenfell,SK    (306)697-2524 

 

Daniel Hamm  Rosthern, SK    (306)212-7610 

 

Jed Janzen   Rosthern, SK         (306)232-7563 

 

Matt Knelsen  Rockglen, SK    (306)476-2632 

 

Wayne Loewen Spiritwood, SK(306)883-8948  

 

Bonnie McNary Saskatoon, SK(306)202-8832 or 
  bonniemcnary@hotmail.com  

    

 SHEARERS 

mailto:cstruck_7@hotmail.com
mailto:lumsdensheep@hotmail.com
http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca
mailto:csba.linda@gmail.com
http://www.sheepbreeders.ca
mailto:willowbrookfarm@zing-net.ca
http://www.canadiandorper.org
http://www.sheepbreeders.ca
http://www.pdsinc.ca
mailto:genovis@cepoq.com
http://www.cansheep.ca
mailto:corlena@cansheep.ca
mailto:verifiedsheep@cansheep.ca
mailto:lorna.woolsey@clrc.ca
mailto:general@clrc.on.ca
http://www.clrc.on.ca
mailto:ccwghq@wool.ca
http://www.wool.ca
mailto:dogtailranch@yourlink.ca
mailto:lwhitt01@hotmail.com
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Breed Directory 

Saskatchewan Sheep Industry Veterinarians 

Balcarres 
 

Flying R Vet Services 

Jess Murray  DVM 

Lloydminster 

Weir Veterinary Services        780-875-2281  

Dr. Kent Weir 

Carlyle        306-453-2446 

 Head for the Hills Veterinary Health Services    

Dr. R Clarke Hill, DVM  ;  

Dr. Christine Ewert-Hill, DVM  

&  Dr. Rafael Pineda, DVM 

Kipling location:       306-736-2516 

Redvers location:      306-452-3558 

Moose Jaw 

Western Veterinary Services 

Dr. Terry Goslin, DVM 

306-692-4800  or 306-631-5783 
 

Ogema 

Deep South Animal Clinic    306-459-2422 

Dr. Andrew Acton 

Chaplin 

Living Skies Veterinary Services  306-796-7737 

Dr. Rhonda Heinrichs, DVM  

Rosetown 

Eagle Creek Veterinary Services   306-831-8387 

Dr. Colton McAleer, DVM 

Earl Grey 

Earl Grey Veterinary Services      306-939-2264  

Dr. Debbie Hupka-Butz , DVM 

Saskatoon 

WCVM  Ambulatory 

Dr. Kamal Gabadage 

Elrose 

Hooves & Paws Veterinary Clinic    306-378-2252   

Charlotte Williams, DVM  

Dr. Fritz Schumann 

306-966-7178  or 306-221-5861 

Esterhazy 

Twin Valley Veterinary Health Services   306-745-6642 

Dr. Justin Noble, DVM                      

Watrous 

Watrous Animal Hospital       306-946-3657  

Dr. Allison Bartel ;  Dr. Shannon Gruen 

Melfort 

Gateway Veterinary Services Prof Corp   306-752-7387 

Dr. Victor Kernaleguen, DVM 
        

Mohawk Animal Clinic Ltd.    306-752-2133 

Dr. Earl Davis, DVM 

 

Yorkton 

Vitality Veterinary Services P.C. Ltd.  306-203-0501 

Dr, Leuraunt Trach 
 

Yorkton Animal Health Centre  306-782-6620    

Dr. Marie Slipiec  
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 Supporters of the  

Saskatchewan Sheep Development Board 

          

  

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

    

Platinum: 

Gold: 

Silver: 

Albers Lamb Company 

Northlands Building Systems 

Custom Sheep Shearing 
(Lorrie Reed) 

MB Livestock Cash Advance Inc. 

 

North American Lamb Company Ltd. 

Tony Atkinson 
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